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through the hut saying, in the modulated accent of
Oxford, "Hullo.   Hullo.   aLO calling."

By now the people were convinced that God had
arrived, and so there could be no more famine. They
took no notice of their crops. Disorder spread through-
out the land. In May 1923, Suliman Murshid was
arrested by the local French Political Officer. Unfor-
tunately his arrest coincided with the failure of the crops
cultivated by the unbelievers. The Alouites were con-
vinced that the famine that year was the result of God
having been put in clink. The French became more
unpopular than ever, for they were the gaolers of the
Almighty. Realizing at last that something had to be
done, they appointed a new political officer with a new
theory.

The Alouites, he explained, were really the descen-
dants of the Christian Arabs, the Ghassaniye, who were
used as a buffer between the Roman Empire and the
desert. These Christian Arabs had not disappeared
from the face of the earth, but had migrated to the
Alouite country. However, when they came to live
amongst Moslems, it became necessary for them to
conceal their faith. The Alouite religion in its form to-
day was the result of this concealed faith which perforce
must be outwardly Moslem, but which remained in-
wardly Christian. Therefore, the worshippers of Mur-
shid were, in fact, inwardly Christian. Accordingly,
the new French political officer argued, to whom would
the Alouites look for support and protection? What
nation was the traditional protector of the Christians
in the Levant ? They did not need three guesses. They
could reply but with one word. France.

As the great protectors of Nthe Alouites, the French
proceeded to restore Suliman Murshid. The next link